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Vanek, Roy hit Sabres milestone together
Veterans to face Leafs in 500th game
Mike Harrington
The Buffalo News
December 16, 2011
One is a kid from Ottawa who came up through the Canadian junior ranks. The other is an
Austrian who played American college hockey and made Minnesota his adopted home. They
were born 8 1/2 months apart in 1983-84 and have been teammates since 2004 in Rochester.
Tonight in First Niagara Center is an intriguing game for the Buffalo Sabres, who host the
Toronto Maple Leafs for the first time this season. But it's a milestone one for Derek Roy and
Thomas Vanek, who will both play the 500th game of their NHL careers.
Roy and Vanek, longtime linemates now playing apart, will become the 25th and 26th players to
take the ice 500 times with the Sabres in the franchise's 41 seasons.
"That's interesting that it's the same night for both of us," Roy, 28, said with a laugh after
practice Thursday downtown. "Somebody told me, 'Hey, you're getting right up to 500' and I just
didn't know it was [tonight].
"You overcome injuries and different things and it's a tough grind to play 500 games in this
league. Players come in and out all the time. You've put in a lot of work growing up as a kid and
in juniors and then when you get here, you want to stay. That's why you work -- to stay."
"It's a real good milestone and you hope to have many more games," said Vanek, 27. "Ever since
the lockout we've known each other, been through ups and downs together, good years teamwise and some struggles. The ultimate goal is to make another push and win playoff games
here."
It was pretty close to being a trio at 500 tonight as captain Jason Pominville will play in his
490th game as a Sabre. He missed nine last year with a concussion and was a healthy scratch
early in the 2005-06 season after reporting from Rochester.
Roy and Vanek ended up on the same pace only because Roy missed the final 57 games last
season with a torn quad. Roy began his Buffalo career with 49 games in the 2003-04 season,
which was Vanek's last at the University of Minnesota. Vanek led the Golden Gophers to the
national championship during the NCAA Frozen Four when it was played in then-HSBC Arena
in 2003. He debuted in Buffalo in 2005.
"The whole thing is pretty weird," Roy said. "I missed a lot of games last year and I started a
year ahead of him. That's cool we both do it the same night."
Vanek leads the Sabres with 14 goals this season and is second on the team with 29 points in 30
games. Roy has seven goals and 20 points. Vanek is ninth in Sabres history in goals with 218,

four behind Rene Robert. Roy is 11th in assists at 252 and four behind Mike Ramsey to claim a
top-10 spot.
Both have more than 400 career points but neither player is overly happy with his offensive
production of late.
Roy has one goal and just six points in the last 13 games while Vanek has just three goals in his
last 14. Both have been creating plenty of scoring opportunities but struggling to convert.
"We need to get guys towards the net," Roy said. "We watched video this morning and we saw
guys peeling off the front of the net. Sometimes just working off the goalie's back side and
getting some ugly goals is the way."
The Sabres have had plenty of chances of late, with 61 combined shots on goal in Saturday's loss
to the New York Rangers and Tuesday's overtime defeat against Ottawa. Vanek, in particular,
has not struggled to find open ice. He simply hasn't finished his chances.
"He had four point-blank against the Rangers," said coach Lindy Ruff. "It's really just converting
those opportunities."
"We have created. It's just about putting them away," Vanek said. "We're making it harder on
ourselves. Even the other night [against Ottawa], we had a 2-1 lead with great chances to make it
3-1 or even 4-1.
"Sometimes you don't score and it goes the other way and the other team scores. We just have to
bear down."
Vanek figures to score eventually if he keeps shooting. He's still on a 38-goal pace for the season
but his 43 shots on goal in the last 14 games have only produced three rewards.
"It's frustrating because you feel like you should have more goals," he said. "When you're losing,
it's really tough. When you're winning, it's OK. You lose by a goal or you have a chance for a big
goal and you don't do it, that's what gets frustrating. You keep going because you know it's going
to turn around."

Return of Leafs' Connolly to Buffalo expected to be 'different'
Mike Harrington
The Buffalo News
December 16, 2011
The Toronto Maple Leafs haven't made the playoffs since the NHL lockout so they have an easy
goal to attain. As they hit town for their first visit of the season tonight in First Niagara Center,
they're sixth in the Eastern Conference and a familiar face has provided a big boost.
Former Buffalo center Tim Connolly, who signed as a free agent in the offseason after being
with the Sabres since 2001, will be making his return to the building tonight. Connolly has six
goals and nine assists in 18 games, and scored in overtime Tuesday to beat Carolina, 2-1.
Connolly tried to downplay his return with reporters in Toronto this week but acknowledged he
knows what kind of reception is likely coming.
"It should be pretty interesting," he said. "[Buffalo fans] tend to boo their [ex-] players when they
come back."
"That's going to be a different one," said Sabres coach Lindy Ruff. "Losing him in the playoffs
last year [on a blindside check by Philadelphia's Mike Richards in Game Six] was a big loss for
us. He was playing well. The big thing with Timmy was he had some untimely injuries that
really hurt us."
Center Derek Roy admitted "faceoffs are going to be a little bit weird" if he has to go against
Connolly. Thomas Vanek added that seeing players change teams is not a new experience,
although seeing a key member of the club go to perhaps their biggest rival is far more unusual.
"It was weird in preseason to look over there and see him in a Leafs jersey," Vanek said. "When
Danny [Briere] left and then Dru [Chris Drury] and you saw a Flyers or Rangers jersey, that's
definitely weird. But when you see someone in a Leafs jersey, that makes it even more
awkward."
The Leafs are two points ahead of the Sabres. Phil Kessel entered Thursday second in the NHL
with 36 points and Joffrey Lupul was tied for third with 34.
***
Lupul drew plenty of ire on Twitter on Thursday night when he tweeted a picture of the view out
the windows of his room at the Embassy Suites on Delaware Avenue -- which included City Hall
and the new federal courthouse -- with the commentary, "Is (sic) there any windowless rooms?"
A half-hour later, Lupul tweeted, "Well that was entertaining. I wish I could RT [retweet] my
favorite responses but they were too vulgar. See you tomorrow, should be a good one."

***
Winger Patrick Kaleta took a full turn on the fourth line Thursday with Cody McCormick and
Matt Ellis, and Kaleta should be ready to play tonight.
Kaleta suffered a groin injury and has played just one game this month, seeing 7 1/2 minutes of
ice time Dec. 2 vs. Detroit before aggravating the injury.
"He was available for us on Tuesday and we held him out," Ruff said. "We said, 'We're going to
give you a couple extra days of practice and make sure we get it right this time.'"
With Ville Leino out with a lower-body injury, Paul Gaustad centered Luke Adam and Zack
Kassian on Wednesday.
***
The Sabres have signed forward Kevin Sundher, their third-round pick in 2010, to a three-year
entry level contract.
Sundher, 19, is ranked sixth in the Western League in scoring with 52 points (21 goals, 31
assists) in 32 games with Victoria. The 5-foot-11, 184-pounder has 229 points in 247 WHL
games.

Sabres try to find home success against Maple Leafs
Brian Hunter
NHL.com
December 15, 2011
MAPLE LEAFS (16-11-3) at SABRES (15-12-3)
TV: TSN, MSG-B
Last 10: Toronto 5-4-1; Buffalo 3-4-3
Season Series: First of six meetings between these Northeast Division rivals. The teams split
their matchups on the 2010-11 schedule, with Toronto winning the last three after Buffalo had
taken three in a row. The Maple Leafs were 3-1 with James Reimer in net, while Phil Kessel and
Mikhail Grabovski led them with 3 goals apiece. Thomas Vanek scored 3 goals to pace the
Sabres.
Big Story: Toronto survived over a month without its No. 1 goalie, the man known around town
as "Optimus Reim," but he's back healthy and after going 0-2-1 in his first three starts off injured
reserve, Reimer turned in a sound performance by stopping 18 of 19 shots in an overtime victory
over Carolina on Tuesday, coming within 1:54 of his fifth career shutout.
Team Scope:
Maple Leafs: Reimer locked in a goaltending duel with Cam Ward of Carolina earlier this week,
and after both sides played scoreless hockey for over 55 minutes, Tim Connolly put Toronto on
the board by tipping in a Clarke MacArthur shot with 4:14 remaining. While the Hurricanes
would come back and force OT on a late goal by Alexei Ponikarovsky, that just set the stage for
Connolly to come through again just 44 seconds into the extra period.
"I think he's played really well and he's done all the things that we thought he could do," coach
Ron Wilson said of Connolly, who spent the past eight seasons with the Sabres before signing as
a free agent. "And it doesn't matter who he plays with, he's going to try to make those people
around him better and I think he's done that."
Sabres: This is the finale of a five-game homestand, and Buffalo might be looking forward to
hitting the road for a while. The Sabres only have one win on this current stretch at First Niagara
Center and are an uninspiring 6-9-3 in their own building this season (they were also credited
with a "home" win for beating the Ducks in their season opener in Helsinki, Finland). They led
the Senators by a goal heading into the third on Tuesday only to suffer a 3-2 overtime defeat in a
game in which they also lost forward Ville Leino to a lower-body injury.

"We've been nowhere near good enough at home all year," said goalie Ryan Miller, who finished
with 41 saves. "I don't think it's time to panic, but it's time to build the game that we need to be
competitive and be a playoff-caliber team."
Who's Hot: Joffrey Lupul set up Connolly's overtime goal, giving him 1 goal and 3 assists
during a four-game points streak for the Maple Leafs. His 34 points place him in the top five in
the NHL scoring race. … Jason Pominville has 1 goal and 4 assists during a four-game points
streak for the Sabres.
Injury Report: Toronto forwards Mike Brown (back) and Matthew Lombardi (shoulder) and
defenseman Mike Komisarek (arm) are on injured reserve. … Leino's injury has him out
indefinitely, while forwards Jochen Hecht (lower body) and Corey Tropp (upper body) are dayto-day. Forwards Brad Boyes (knee), Patrick Kaleta (groin) and Nathan Gerbe (concussion) and
defenseman Tyler Myers (wrist) are on injured reserve.
Stat Pack: Maple Leafs captain Dion Phaneuf logged 23:53 of ice time and took five shots on
goal in playing his 500th NHL game Tuesday. … The Sabres weren't scored upon in 21 times
shorthanded during last season's series against the Leafs.
Puck Drop: Buffalo can tie Toronto in the standings with a regulation win Friday, but forward
Derek Roy said it's going to take a better effort than the team has put forth of late.
"We're not playing a full 60 (minutes) right now," he said. "We're not even playing a full 40
minutes."

Toronto (16-11-3) at Buffalo (15-12-3)
Paul Digiacomo
STATS
December 15, 2011
After being dominated by the Buffalo Sabres since the 2004-05 lockout, the Toronto Maple
Leafs finally picked up some wins against their Northeast Division rivals last season.
Toronto looks to earn four straight victories over the Sabres for the first time in nearly 40 years
Friday night in the teams‟ first meeting of 2011-12.
The Leafs lost 29 of their first 39 against Buffalo following the lockout before winning the last
three meetings last season by a goal apiece. It was the first time Toronto took three straight in the
series since late 2002, and the Leafs last won four in a row against the Sabres when they went 50-0 from Nov. 21, 1971-Feb. 19, 1972.
Since that five-game win streak, Toronto has dropped 101 of 171 meetings - including playoffs.
The Maple Leafs ended a seven-game losing streak at Buffalo with a 2-1 win Feb. 16, then
posted 4-3 home victories March 12 and 29.
“Often you beat yourselves before the game‟s even started because you don‟t know if you can
beat their goalie or beat their team,” Toronto‟s James Reimer said after making 28 saves in the
March 29 matchup. “When you do get that win, you kind of realize: „Oh, these guys are
beatable.‟
“It shouldn‟t be like that, but I think sometimes it is.”
Reimer has lost only once in four appearances versus Buffalo despite a 3.60 goals-against
average, and he‟s expected to be in net Friday after ending a personal three-game skid by beating
Carolina 2-1 in overtime Tuesday night. It was his first win since missing 18 games with
concussion-like symptoms.
Tim Connolly scored both goals to give the Leafs (16-11-3) their second victory in six games.
Toronto is in second place in the Northeast, two points ahead of Buffalo (15-12-3).
“I‟m just happy to get the two points, that‟s a huge win for us the way the standings are and the
way they‟re going to be throughout the season,” Connolly said.
“It‟s going to be a constant grind. With three-point games the way they are now and overtime
games, it‟s going to be close the whole way through.”
Buffalo picked up a point in its last game when it fell 3-2 in overtime to Ottawa for its second
straight defeat Tuesday night.

After allowing the tying goal in the third period and the winning tally just 45 seconds into
overtime, the Sabres were focused on their poor play at home.
Buffalo is 2-5-3 in its last 10 at First Niagara Center.
“We‟ve been nowhere near good enough at home all year,” said Ryan Miller, who made a
season-high 41 saves. “I don‟t think it‟s time to panic, but it‟s time to build the game that we
need to be competitive and be a playoff-caliber team.
“It feels like it‟s a little bit between the ears and the guys need to get that trust. By the time you
think through a situation, it‟s gone. Hockey moves too quick. You have to be in the flow and
right in the mix of the game.”
Sabres forward Ville Leino is out indefinitely after he sustained a lower-body injury Tuesday. He
had a goal and four assists in his past seven games.

Sabres sign F Sundher to rookie 3-year deal
Associated Press
December 15, 2011
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP)—The Buffalo Sabres have signed forward Kevin Sundher to a rookie,
three-year, entry-level contract.
Listed at 5-foot-11 and 184 pounds, Sundher was selected by Buffalo in the third round—75th
overall—in the 2010 draft. He currently has 21 goals and 31 assists in 32 games with Victoria,
British Columbia, of the Western Hockey League.
His 52 points place him sixth in the league. Sundher had a career best 76 points (24 goals, 52
assists) last year.

THE NUMBERS DON'T LIE
Kevin Snow
Sabres.com
December 15, 2011
Hard to believe that it‟s taken this long, but the Buffalo Sabres and Toronto Maple Leafs will
finally meet for the first time this season tomorrow night at First Niagara Center. In fact, Toronto
is the only Eastern Conference team the Sabres have yet to play this season.
The resurgent Buds will make their way down the QEW later today with a record of 16-11-3 (35
points) through 30 games, putting them two points ahead of the Sabres for second spot in the
Northeast Division. They are 5-4-1 in their last 10 games, and own a road record of 9-7-0. The
Maple Leafs also boast two of the league‟s top four scorers in Phil Kessel (18 goals/36 pts.) and
Joffrey Lupul (34 pts.), and have a power play that is currently ranked second in the NHL at
21.1% (23/109).
But despite all their success this season, the Maple Leafs have struggled mightily against Buffalo
over the past six seasons. The Sabres are 29-12-1 against the Maple Leafs since the lockout. The
29 wins are Buffalo‟s highest win total against one team during this time, ahead of Boston (27)
and Montreal (24). After dropping a 2-1 decision at home to the Leafs on February 16 of last
season, Buffalo will look to avoid consecutive home losses to Toronto for the first time since
March 21/December 12, 2008.
Toronto‟s power play success this season could also come to a screeching halt tomorrow night.
Not only do the Sabres have the league‟s seventh-best penalty killing unit (86.4%, 95/110), they
have killed off their last 47 penalties against Toronto. The streak spans 13 games, dating back to
March 27, 2009 when Nikolai Kulemin scored at 8:30 of the 3rd period. At 13 games, it‟s also
the longest active streak in the NHL.
Ryan Miller has posted some gaudy career numbers against the blue and white, going 24-11-0
all-time with a 2.28 GAA and a .928 SV%. He has more wins (24) and shutouts (4) against the
Maple Leafs than any other team in the league, and his .928 save percentage is his best against
any team that he‟s played more than six times. Miller‟s 24 career wins against the Maple Leafs
lead all active goaltenders.

Connolly comes back to Buffalo tonight
Bill Hoppe
Niagara Gazette
December 16, 2011
BUFFALO — Tim Connolly, the oft-injured, much-maligned former Sabres center, returns to
the First Niagara Center for the first time tonight with the Toronto Maple Leafs.
Gee, do you think the hometown fans might boo him when he touches the puck?
Connolly, who spent most of his nine seasons here battling injuries, has six goals and 15 points
in 18 games after inking a two-year, $9.5 million deal with the Leafs in July.
And, yes, the 30-year-old‟s already missed 12 games to injury.
“It‟ll be weird playing him, seeing him with a different jersey on, especially with the rivalry we
have with Toronto. It‟ll be pretty interesting,” Sabres captain Jason Pominville said Thursday.
“But it‟s always weird the first time you play a guy you‟ve been with for a while, you‟ve had
success and you went through tough times. You build relationships with players.”
Sabres coach Lindy Ruff said the game‟s “going to be a different one.” Connolly separated his
sternum in his last Sabres appearance, a Game 6 loss to Philadelphia in the Eastern Conference
quarterfinal.
“The big thing with Timmy was he had some untimely injuries with us that really hurt us,” Ruff
said. “His injury in the playoffs maybe even cost us that series at that point in time.”

History says Sabres could break out of scoring slump
Bill Hoppe
Niagara Gazette
December 16, 2011
BUFFALO — The recent past tells you this is an aberration. The Sabres possess too much talent,
too many proven scorers to keep showcasing such an anemic offense.
Through 30 games, they have only 79 goals, just 2.6 a contest heading into tonight‟s tilt against
the Toronto Maple Leafs at the First Niagara Center.
But that number, 16th in the NHL, doesn‟t tell the full story.
The Sabres have a mere 14 goals in their last seven contests. They‟ve recently had an alarming
lack of finish, missing several prime opportunities each game. At their current pace, they‟d have
just 216 scores this season, their lowest post-lockout figure.
The secondary scoring is non-existent. Luke Adam, Jason Pominville, Derek Roy and Thomas
Vanek have accounted for 40 goals (51 percent).
“I definitely think it‟s time for guys like myself and other secondary scorers like myself to start
scoring, pick up the load,” slick Sabres winger Tyler Ennis, who has two goals in 13 games, said
Thursday. “They‟ve done a great job putting the puck in the net up to this point. But we‟re going
to get wins by everyone contributing.”
The Sabres couldn‟t score a year ago, either. At one point around this time, they were on pace for
less than 200 goals, a number reminiscent of the Dead Puck Era from early last decade.
But they caught fire near Christmas, and then tore through the league during the second half.
When the regular season ended, they had 240 goals (2.9 a game) and the balanced attack
everyone expected.
“I‟m sure that again we‟ll finish the year around that mark,” Sabres coach Lindy Ruff said. “I‟d
like us to improve. But if we end up around that mark, it‟s better than average in this league.”
Right now, however, the Sabres are only lamenting their missed chances. They‟ve generated
plenty. They just can‟t push them past the goal line.
It‟s common for Ruff to come in following a game and say, “I don‟t want to talk about missed
opportunities.”

“We don‟t want to talk about it, either, because it‟s like a broken record in here,” Sabres winger
Drew Stafford said. “It‟s the same story. There‟s not really much to say. It‟s the same answers all
the time — got to get more pucks on net, got to keep shooting, get bodies in front.
“It is definitely frustrating. You can‟t dwell on it.”
No one embodies the Sabres‟ scoring struggles like Stafford, who has five goals this season and
just two in his last 25 games.
It was one year ago Thursday that Stafford, just back from a shoulder injury, scored the first of
his four hat tricks over a dizzying 21-game stretch.
Perhaps his anniversary will ignite him?
“Maybe. Hopefully, you didn‟t jinx it,” Stafford told a reporter. “That‟s definitely something I
remember.”
He finished with a career-high 31 scores, earning a four-year, $16 million contract during the
offseason.
This campaign has mostly been a colossal struggle, however.
“He‟s got to get inside and be around the front of the net a little bit more,” Ruff said. “The
outside chances, the chances off the rush are there. I think the chances around the front of the net
need to increase.”
Stafford, of course, is hardly alone. Several established players are underperforming.
Consider these forwards:
• Roy, who usually pushes 30 goals and 70 or 80 points, has seven tallies and 20 points.
• Brad Boyes, a 43-goal scorer four years ago, had two in 21 games before hurting his ankle.
• Nathan Gerbe, who scored 16 times in his final 44 games last season, had three in 26
appearances prior to suffering a concussion.
• Ville Leino, a 19-goal, 53-point performer last season in Philadelphia, had three scores and 10
points before suffering a lower body injury Tuesday.

• Paul Gaustad, a 12-goal man the last three years, has just one.
On defense, Christian Ehrhoff, who averaged 14 goals the past two seasons, has two — one went
into an empty net. Tyler Myers, usually good for 10, had two in 19 games before breaking his
wrist.
Missing Myers, a supreme puck-rusher, has hurt the Sabres.
“Part of our attack is the absence of Tyler Myers,” Ruff said. “He‟s one guy that gets up the ice
and makes things happen for us offensively.”
Like a year ago, Roy said the Sabres “just need that one turning point in the season where you
get a bunch of goals and everyone feels confident in themselves.”
“A lot of the guys are squeezing the stick a little bit right now when you‟re in tight and in the
slot,” he said. “You can‟t have that.”
Notes: Sabres winger Patrick Kaleta (groin) is “available” tonight. The agitator, out the past five
games and nine of the last 10, was held out Tuesday. He returned briefly Dec. 2 before
aggravating the injury. “He wanted to play. I just said, „I‟m going to give you a couple extra days
of practice, make sure we get it right this time,‟” Ruff said. … Roy and Vanek will both play
their 500th NHL games tonight. … The Sabres have signed Kevin Sundher, the 75th pick in
2010, to a three-year, entry-level contract. The center has 21 goals and 53 points in 33 Western
Hockey League games this season.

Sabres' Kaleta Available to Return
Joe Buscaglia
WGR 550
December 15, 2011
Buffalo, NY -- Buffalo Sabres forward Patrick Kaleta has played in just one game since
November 19, but it looks like he may finally be able to get back to game action.
Kaleta suffered a groin injury against the Phoenix Coyotes that sidelined him for two weeks. He
got back in to the lineup on December 2, only to re-aggravate the injury against Detroit. The
physical Sabres forward could be back in the lineup Friday night against Toronto. In fact, Kaleta
could have been back on the ice for the blue-and-gold in the team's previous game but they
elected not to rush his return.
"He's available to us, yeah," said head coach Lindy Ruff. "He was available for us on Tuesday,
but we held him out. We just said 'We're gonna give you a couple extra days of practice and
make sure we get it right this time.' He wanted to play, but it was a coach's decision."
Kaleta was a scratch for the team's last game against Ottawa in favor of Ruff dressing all seven
defensemen that are now healthy. During Thursday's practice, Kaleta skated on a line with Matt
Ellis and Cody McCormick. He has two goals and 34 penalty minutes in 17 games this season.
The rest of the lines remained somewhat similar. Paul Szczechura continued to play center
between Thomas Vanek and Jason Pominville. Derek Roy was again with Tyler Ennis and Drew
Stafford, and Paul Gaustad centered Zack Kassian and Luke Adam.
The Sabres are up against Tim Connolly and the Toronto Maple Leafs for the first time this
season. Connolly has been red-hot for the Leafs since returning from injury. The center has six
goals, 15 points and plus-4 rating in 18 games this year.
After being with the Sabres for such a long time, Ruff agreed that it would be an interesting
scene seeing Connolly as the opposition.
"It's gonna be a different one," the head coach remarked. "Even losing him in the playoffs last
year was a big loss for us. He was playing well. The big thing with Timmy was he had some
untimely injuries with us that really hurt us. His injury in the playoffs maybe even cost us that
series at that point in time."
The Maple Leafs currently reside in sixth place in the Eastern Conference with 35 points. The
Sabres are two points back in a three-way tie for seventh. The two sides meet at First Niagara
Center Friday night at 7:30.

Rochester Amerks' Evan Rankin lets his play do the talking
Kevin Oklobzija
Rochester Democrat & Chronicle
December 16, 2011
Evan Rankin says he hasn't brought up the idea of getting a real contract from the Buffalo Sabres
organization to play for the Rochester Americans.
For now, he's content to ride out his 25-game tryout contract and let his play do his talking.
Compared to what some players on NHL contracts are doing, he's pretty much shouting over the
same amplifiers used by Guns 'N' Roses to relay his message.
In eight games on right wing with the Amerks, Rankin has produced 4 goals, 3 assists and 7
points. That's more goals than eight other Amerk forwards, all of whom who have played at least
15 games and some of whom have played more than 20 games.
How is that even possible? The guy has come up from the ECHL and, since his arrival, has
figured in nearly one-third of the team's goals (8 of 22 goals) in that span.
"He plays with a lot of energy, competes hard, and is a real north-to-south player who gets to the
net well," Amerks coach Ron Rolston said.
That was as much a compliment to Rankin as it was a shot at some of Rolston's other players.
During practice on Tuesday, Rolston made it very clear to his team that far too few players are
getting near the net, with or without the puck. He even told them it was very predictable to know
who will get to the paint and who will stay on the perimeter.
Rankin is one of the few that gets there. The 25-year-old Portage, Mich., native understands that
goals aren't scored from the corners or the blue line.
"You have to get your nose to the net," he said. "It's worth taking two or three shots to the back
to put one in the net; any day."
Rankin was promoted from the ECHL's Toledo Walleye on Nov. 25, when three Amerk
forwards were on recall to the Sabres. At the time, he was tied for 10th in ECHL scoring with
10-8-18 in 15 games.
"Right now it absolutely feels like a great fit," said Rankin, who in the previous two seasons
scored 2-1-3 in 14 AHL games with the Manitoba Moose and Grand Rapids Griffins.
There have been plenty of players who have made an early splash with a new team and then
faded. Daniel Steiner, for instance. He joined the Amerks from the ECHL in 2009-10 and scored
five goals in his first 13 games. He found the net just one more time in the next 14 games.

That's why teams don't rush to upgrade tryout contracts into standard AHL deals.
Rankin at least has been given a chance to show what he can do in his real role. He has good
puck skills and hockey sense, so a checking role isn't necessarily the best fit. That, however, is
often where players from lower leagues get plugged in.
Rankin has played a top-six forward role, including a spot on the top line with Colin Stuart and
Paul Szczechura the first weekend.
"Obviously this is a little bit of a different role than the fourth-line grinding and fighting role (in
his previous AHL call-ups)," he said.
While a tryout contract can be terminated by the team at any time, the continuing string of
injuries in Buffalo seems to assure Rankin of an AHL job for the foreseeable future. That makes
it easier to schedule his Christmas break. He and his girlfriend will leave from Rochester and
spend it in New York City.
"A couple weeks ago I was trying to make plans for Christmas but I didn't know if I would be
here or be back in Toledo," he said.
Based on his play, he could still be here during the Jan. 29-31 AHL All-Star break, too.

Sundher signs NHL deal with Sabres
Travis Paterson
Victoria News
December 16, 2011
The struggling Victoria Royals will have some big shoes to fill now that the Buffalo Sabres have
confirmed this will be the final season for Kevin Sundher in the Western Hockey league. The
Sabres signed Sunder to a three-year entry level contract on Thursday (Dec. 15).
The 5-foot-11, 184-pound forward is sixth in league scoring this season with 52 points (21 goals)
in 32 games.
When the Royals season ends, Sundher will most likely join the Sabres‟ AHL affiliate Rochester
Americans.
Capgeek.com unofficially reports the contract at $615,000 for the first two years and $665,000
for the third year, should Sundher crack the NHL. He‟d have an annual AHL salary of $65,000.
Sundher attended two Sabres training camps, registering as one of the top-five fastest skaters in
the organization. He‟s also become one of the best two-way players in the WHL and is easily the
Royals‟ MVP so far this season.
“Sundher‟s a very good skater, whose offensive abilities make him a natural fit for our
organization,” Sabres general manager Darcy Regier said on the team‟s website. “With his
progression over the last few seasons, his fast start this year is a very positive sign for his
development.”
A native of Surrey, Sundher was drafted by the Sabres in the third round, 75th overall of the
2010 NHL Entry Draft.
The Royals lost Wednesday night to the Edmonton Oil Kings 6-3 and continue their road swing
through Alberta on Friday (Dec. 16) against the Lethbridge Hurricanes and Saturday against the
Medicine Hat Tigers.

Sabres ink Sundher to three-year deal
Cleve Dheensaw
Victoria Times Colonist
December 16, 2011
Santa smiled Thursday on Kevin Sundher.
As his Victoria Royals headed to Lethbridge tonight and Medicine Hat on Saturday for their final
two Western Hockey League games before the seasonal break, Sundher received an early
Christmas present.
The 19-year-old forward has signed a three-year entry-level NHL contract with the Buffalo
Sabres, the team that selected him 75th overall in the third round of the 2010 draft. Terms of the
deal were not disclosed.
It tops off a whiplash year in which Sundher saw his WHL club move from Chilliwack last
spring, where he had played three seasons for the Bruins, to Victoria as the Royals. He lit it up
upon arrival on the Island, and is sixth in WHL scoring with 21 goals and 53 points in 33 games,
but was snubbed and disappointed not to receive an invite to the Canadian selection camp for the
upcoming 2012 world junior championship.
“This has been a goal of mine to get this [NHL contract],” said Sundher, the all-time leading
scorer in Bruins-Royals franchise history.
“I‟ve put my foot in the door but have to prove myself. This inspires me to work that much
harder. The contract shows that Buffalo has been happy with my progress — obviously with my
offence and speed but also the little things that have made me a two-way player.”
Buffalo GM Darcy Regier expressed satisfaction over Sundher‟s breakout season in Victoria.
“Kevin is a very good skater, whose offensive abilities make him a natural fit for our
organization,” Regier said in a Sabres statement.
“With his progression over the last few seasons, his fast start this year is a very positive sign for
his development.”
Having been to two Sabres training camps, Sundher realizes just how big the next step is to take
even up to Rochester of the American Hockey League.
“I really had my eyes opened up to the pro style,” said the native of Surrey.
“The pro players are so much bigger, stronger and faster and your decisions on the ice have to be
made that much quicker.”
But it‟s junior matters that will most concern Sundher up to the spring.

“I want to win as many games as possible with the Royals,” he said.
And that task is immediate as the club has has gone 2-9-2 over its last 13 games in spiraling to
seventh place in the 10-team Western Conference.
“We haven‟t been winning games and we need points,” said Sundher.
“We need to play with a sense of desperation these last two games before the break. We‟ll have
plenty of time to rest after that with six-seven days off.”
The Royals continue with the third game of their six consecutive road contests tonight in
Lethbridge against the Hurricanes (12-22-1), who are captained by club leading-scorer Cam
Braes of Shawnigan Lake.
“It‟s not going to be a cakewalk in Lethbridge,” warned Sundher, pointing to the ‟Canes‟ 7-3
record over the last 10 games.
Although undrafted and far less heralded, Island-product Braes has been to the Hurricanes over
the past few years what Sundher has been to the Bruins-Royals franchise and is in his fifth full
season with Lethbridge as a 20-year-old.
“I played a year up in spring hockey with Cam and he is a competitive player and the obvious
leader of that Hurricanes team and the guy who stirs their drink,” said Sundher, of his fellow
British Columbian Braes.
The game will be the first back for Royals forward Robin Soudek after serving a four-game
suspension.

Cox: Sabres one of illogical stories of year
Damien Cox
Toronto Star
December 16, 2011
No one, save the kindly citizens of Boston, and probably those of Winnipeg, will remember 2011
as a golden year for the NHL.
It started with stupidity on the first day of the year with an outdoor game in the rain, continued
with Air Canada getting involved as a “concerned” corporate citizen, kept going with police cars
on fire in Vancouver and took us through the most tragic summer in shinny history.
As the year comes to a close, then, it‟s probably not surprising that not a whole lot around the
NHL seems to make much sense at all.
The Great Concussion Confusion, you could argue, has knocked everyone for a loop. It‟s like
we‟re all seeing stars. Good luck finding two people who agree on why there has been this
explosion of head injuries or what in the world can be done about the problem.
Jim Rutherford, always one of the saner heads in the room, suggested this week that the speed of
the game may be the culprit, but like most of us, then couldn‟t even begin to imagine how the
speeding cars can be slowed.
That which seemed to be logical last summer, meanwhile, hasn‟t turned out that way at all. Other
than Old Reliable, Rick DiPietro, landing on the disabled list again, it‟s like there are no
predictions that can stick any more.
The Philadelphia Flyers, for example, decided that there was little or no chance of being
successful moving forward with their two highly paid stars in the dressing room any longer, so
GM Paul Holmgren moved Jeff Carter to Columbus and captain Mike Richards to Los Angeles.
Common sense suggested the Blue Jackets and Kings would be improved, and the Flyers, having
replaced experienced talent with kids and draft picks, would take a step back. Instead, Philly‟s at
the top of the east, Columbus is horrible and L.A. is the league‟s most disappointing team and
has already fired its head coach.
Unless you were one of those who foresaw Jared Spurgeon (!!) becoming one of the more
influential blue-liners in the Western Conference, then, this has all got to have surprised you.
Which brings us, in a most circular yet somewhat logical way, to the Buffalo Sabres.
When new owner Terry Pegula weighed in with an infusion of cash that produced $121.5 million
worth of new contracts and made the club the NHL‟s biggest spending team, the expectation in
Buffalo was that the bad old days of scrimping and saving were over and a new aggressive and
successful era had begun.

Some of the money made sense, some not so much. The Sabres have been, well, okay so far, but
not great. The easiest explanation would be to chortle knowingly and say it‟s more complicated
than simply spending money, except that‟s pretty much what the Florida Panthers did and
they‟ve made a huge leap forward this season.
In Buffalo, $40 million went to free agent defenceman Christian Ehrhoff over 10 years, and
another $27 million was committed to UFA winger Ville Leino in a six-year contract. Gigantic
defenceman Tyler Myers got a new deal worth $38.5 million over seven years, while winger
Drew Stafford, coming off a 31-goal campaign, signed a new four-year contract worth $4 million
per season.
Well, so far all of that spending hasn‟t made a positive difference. In fact, not one of those
players has delivered a performance close to what their new contract seemed to indicate they
would deliver.
Myers, to be fair, has been hurt since mid-November, but when he went to the sidelines his
numbers were down and he was a minus-player. Leino had just three goals before it was revealed
this week that a “lower body” injury will now keep him out “for weeks.”
Ah, the precision of NHL injury descriptions.
Stafford has one goal in his last 17 games and didn‟t cover his man on the winning goal by
Ottawa earlier this week. And Ehrhoff? He hasn‟t been horrible, but after being a plus-55 in his
last two seasons in Vancouver, he‟s a minus player this season and will have to pick up his
points production to equal that which he registered in each of his last three seasons.
Despite all of this, the Sabres go into Friday night‟s game against the Maple Leafs with just one
fewer victory than Brian Burke‟s brigade, so it‟s not as if this is a sinking ship that GM Darcy
Regier desperately needs to refit, or that head coach Lindy Ruff is in any trouble.
It just hasn‟t been what it was expected to be. Maybe Pegula‟s money is somehow poetically
tainted by his Penn State connections.
Or maybe, like everything else in the NHL, this will all start to make more sense in 2012.

Sabres in Leafs' rear-view mirror
Rob Longley
QMI Agency
December 16, 2011
TORONTO - Truth be told, the Buffalo Sabres have much more to be concerned about on Friday
night than the return of old whipping boy Tim Connolly.
Remember the grand talk from across the Peace Bridge this off-season about the new ownership
and how it was going to spark a renewed chase for the Stanley Cup?
Remember the summer signing of Ville Leino essentially, it seemed, to replace Connolly?
Well lately, the Sabres have gone all Bills on the good sports fans of Western New York.
They‟ve already lost nine games at home — which makes the Leafs‟ record at the Air Canada
Centre look not so bleak — and are battling through a 3-5-3 stretch overall.
And Leino is now victim of Connolly‟s supposedly biggest crime in Buffalo — the injury bug —
sidelined for several weeks with what the team is calling a lower-body injury.
There‟s always a buzz at the First Niagara Center (or whatever they‟re calling the Sabres‟ barn
this week) when the Leafs are the guests on a Friday night. Factor in the return of Connolly and
dare we say it, the atmosphere figures to be almost playoff-like this time around. To add some
punch to the first of six meetings between the two, the Sabres find themselves two points behind
the Leafs in the Northeastern Division standings and it is no stretch to suggest the season series
between the two could have serious playoff implications.
“If you look at the standings right now, I‟d anticipate Buffalo being a team that we‟re going to be
neck-and-neck with all year,” Leafs forward Joffrey Lupul said following Thursday‟s practice at
the Air Canada Centre. “And we‟ve got to play them six times. It‟s a fun place to play with the
building basically half and half between (Leafs fans and Sabres fans), a great atmosphere.”
After four consecutive losses to the Boston Bruins, the Leafs are certainly hoping another
division opponent won‟t be so dominant and that they will be able to build off a rare win in
Buffalo late last season. Both teams have played 30 games but the Leafs have a two-point edge
(35 points to 33).
“We‟re high in the standings, we‟ve got some confidence, we‟re feeling good about ourselves,
we‟ve got to be prepared tomorrow,” Leafs coach Ron Wilson said. “It‟s a rivalry. We‟ve got to
keep them behind us (in the standings.) That‟s the goal with this team.
“The big hurdle is getting by (Ryan Miller) in goal. We found a way to beat him last year, but we
could say the same thing about the Bruins last year.”

With a busy stretch of three games in four nights, Wilson said he was undecided about who
would be in the Leafs net to face the Sabres though he was leaning towards James Reimer, who
was solid in the 2-1 overtime win over Carolina on Tuesday. Following Friday‟s game, the Leafs
return home to face the Vancouver Canucks on Saturday followed by the Los Angeles Kings on
Monday. You can expect Reimer to play in two of those.
As for Connolly, don‟t buy the stuff that it‟s just another game for him, or for his teammates.
Players aren‟t about to talk about it publicly pre-game, but you can bet there will be some added
incentive in the Leafs‟ room Friday.
While fans and media see a mostly guarded Connolly, Leafs captain Dion Phaneuf says his
teammates see a different one.
“I‟ve got nothing but real good things to say about Timmy Connolly,” Phaneuf said. “He‟s a guy
who works extremely hard behind the scenes that not a lot of guys see. We see it as players
because we‟re behind those doors.
“A lot of stuff he does, he‟s a true professional and a guy who works extremely hard, not only in
practice, but off the ice.”
For eight seasons, he spent his time on and off the ice in Buffalo, a fact that won‟t be lost on
Connolly‟s teammates Friday night.
“It‟s going to be an emotional day for him, he‟s going to have to deal with a lot of distractions
and memories,” Lupul said. “You want to win for him, but you don‟t want to make too big a deal
of it, either.”

Sabres decision helping Leafs
Opting for Leino not looking good so far
Mike Zeisberger
QMI Agency
December 16, 2011
BUFFALO - The suspicion inside the Sabres dressing room, as unfair as the Buffalo players
might feel it will be, is that Tim Connolly will be greeted by a chorus of boos when he steps on
to the ice during his return to Buffalo on Friday night.
Maybe so.
But at least he will be ON the ice.
That‟s a claim Ville Leino won‟t be making.
As colleague Rob Longley points out in his column, the electric vibe at the First Niagara Center
will be “almost playoff-like,” what with Connolly again in the house along with thousands of
blue-and-white clad Leafs fans.
As for the loyal Sabres supporters on hand, well, the prologue leading up to this Northeast
Division nightmare could not be any worse.
Tim Connolly, the injury-plagued veteran deemed expendable by Buffalo over the summer,
comes back to his old stomping grounds on a roll, having scored both goals in the Leafs‟ 2-1
victory over the Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday.
Meanwhile, Leino, the youngster Sabres owner Terry Pegula shelled out gobs of cash for during
the off-season, is believed to have injured his foot or lower leg against the Ottawa Senators on
Tuesday and will be out “for weeks,” according to the Sabres.
That is the same Ville Leino who was brought in to augment a Sabres forward unit that no longer
had room for Tim Connolly.
Keep in mind that, at least on paper, this was not two teams trading a pair of players for each
other.
At the same time, it was the Sabres organization that decided to woo Leino as part of a
housecleaning that left Connolly on the outside looking in. It was their choice.
Buffalo‟s logic, at least in the minds of coach Lindy Ruff and GM Darcy Regier, seemed sound.
At 28, Leino was two years younger than Connolly. He seemed more durable, too. And, truth be
told, Connolly‟s penchant for ending up in the trainer‟s room made him one of the biggest
scapegoats this side of Scott Norwood in the eyes of the fine citizens of Buffalo.

Yet, after just 30 games of the new season, things have not gone to plan for the limping Sabres.
With heavy expectations heaped on him because of his whopping contract, Leino, who was
signed as a centre, registered just two points in his first eight games before requesting to be
shifted back to the wing, where he played last season with the Flyers. All the while, critics
wondered why a six-year, $27-million US deal was given to a guy who had just 30 career NHL
goals.
Now, just as he was finally beginning to find his scoring touch with his new team in his new city,
Leino‟s injury can be considered yet another frustrating setback.
“He was starting to heat up a bit with five points in seven games before the injury,” coach Lindy
Ruff said on Thursday. “That‟s what we figured we were getting when we signed him: A fivepoints-in-seven games guy.
“That‟s what he is. He‟s not going to get you 100 points. But we liked his puck-possession skills
and thought he‟d be good at getting pucks to our scorers.”
With Leino having recorded just 10 points in 29 games, Ruff figures the former Flyer was trying
too hard to live up to his contract, an ailment shared by another big-name free agent pickup,
defenceman Christian Ehrhoff.
“I think that was the case with Christian, too,” Ruff said. “I mean, any time you come into a
situation like that with a new team, guys press. Look at how James Neal struggled when he was
first traded to the Penguins last year.”
As for Connolly, he has five more points than Leino this season despite having played 11 fewer
games. Perhaps that, in itself, is a sign that a change of scenery was good for all concerned.
“When Tim played, he was very good for us,” Ruff said. “Unfortunately, he was hurt a lot.
Losing him to injury in the playoffs last spring may have been one of the biggest reasons we lost
to the Flyers.
“We knew we already had Derek Roy and Paul Gaustad up the middle. And we knew we had
Luke Adam coming, too.”
Most of those making the trek down the QEW and across the border on Friday night would
claim, with bias, that the Leafs came out ahead in this one, even though Connolly already has
missed 12 games due to injury this season. And, in the short term, they might be right.
But, long term, it will take many more games before we can realistically judge if the Sabres
choice ultimately went boom or bust.

Too early to scoreboard watch, Schenn says
Bob Mitchell
Toronto Star
December 16, 2011
By the time the buzzer ends in Buffalo on Friday night, the Maple Leafs could find themselves in a threeway tie for the eighth and final playoff spot in the Eastern Conference.
Or out of the playoffs altogether should they lose to the charging Vancouver Canucks at the Air Canada
Centre on Saturday and New Jersey or Montreal earn three points in shootout wins in their next games.
It‟s not quite the scenario Leaf Nation envisioned just a few weeks ago when Toronto was challenging for
the Conference lead.
But defenceman Luke Schenn insists it‟s too early to start watching the standings although he concedes
every game is crucial with so many teams so close in the standings.
“I think it‟s too early to start worrying about what your standings are,” Schenn said after practice at the
MasterCard Centre. “The main thing is to try and get as many points as you can and get into the playoffs.
“You can‟t worry if you‟re in sixth place or whatever place you‟re in right now,” Schenn said. “There are
so many games with teams getting points. If we win games, the standings will take care of itself.”
Leafs are currently in sixth in the Conference with 35 points with Buffalo, New Jersey and Montreal just
two points back and Winnipeg and Ottawa only three points behind.
On the bright side, Toronto is still only six points back of both the Conference and Northeast Division
lead as Philadelphia and Boston each have 41 points.
But both the Canadiens and Devils could leap past the Leafs with shootout victories on Thursday and
Friday over the Flyers and Stars, respectively. And either Winnipeg or Washington could be tied with
Toronto if one of them wins in a shootout on Thursday.
“Realistically, you‟re not going to win every game,” Schenn said. “You have to be sharp as a team and
keep getting as many points as possible. Avoid those big slumps and having those tough weeks.
“A four or five game slump can put you right out. It‟s unbelievable how tight it is. There is no off nights
anymore. Every team is competitive against each other and it‟s tough to get points. It‟s December so it
would be nice for us to bank some now for later on in the season.”
Leafs are coming off a 2-1 overtime victory over the last-place Carolina Hurricanes, a game Toronto
dominated but could have lost. Hurricanes tied the game with a power play late in the match keeping
Leafs dead last in penalty-killing in the NHL.
Friday night‟s game will be the first of three in four days for the Leafs. Buffalo hasn‟t played since their
3-2 overtime loss to Ottawa Senators on Tuesday, the third time they lost in OT during their recent home
stand.

Leafs’ one-two punch Phil Kessel, Joffrey Lupul look forward to Sabres clash
Bob Mitchell
Toronto Star
December 16, 2011
The tremendous success enjoyed by Leafs dynamic one-two scoring punch of Phil Kessel and
Joffrey Lupul hasn‟t surprised coach Ron Wilson.
“I thought it (their chemistry) was almost instantaneous last year when Lupul came in and made
a difference on the line,” Wilson said on Thursday after practice at the MasterCard Centre in
Etobicoke. “Lupul is developing into more of a power forward. He‟s big. He protects the puck
really well and takes the puck to the net really well.
“You want to play him with someone who is a threat all the time and that‟s what Phil has been
the last 30 games last season and every game this season.”
Kessel and the Leafs will play the first of three games in four nights on Friday when they meet
the Sabres in Buffalo.
Toronto is second in the Northeast Division and sixth in the Eastern Conference with 35 points
— the Sabres are third in the division and tied with New Jersey for the seventh and eighth spot
with 33 points.
In Friday‟s crucial divisional game, the Leafs‟ sniper could regain the NHL-points and goalscoring leads but after concussions sidelined both current points leader Claude Giroux of
Philadelphia (39) and leading scorer Milan Michalek (19).
As of Thursday, Kessel was second in points with 36, and tied for second in goals with Tampa‟s
Steven Stamkos, and Chicago‟s Jonathan Toews (18).
But Kessel insists he‟s not even thinking about his personal stats or being a front-runner in the
all-star voting as the Leafs get set to play Friday‟s crucial divisional game.
“I don‟t even think about that,” said Kessel of regaining the lead in the scoring race. “It‟s too bad
those guys are out. You never want to see anybody injured and hopefully those guys will be back
soon.”
Kessel, who has scored only once in his last eight games, admits teams are now focusing more
against him and his line than they did earlier in the season.
“Yeah, it‟s actually becoming harder as the year progresses to get things going,” Kessel said.
“We‟re trying to find ways around that. But it‟s been tougher than it was at the start of the
season. They‟re playing us pretty tight and it makes it harder on us, it really does.
“But you have to work harder and find different ways to get it done.”

He appreciates the fans voting for him on the all-star ballot.
“But the main thing here is to win hockey games and I don‟t think about that,” Kessel said.
Lupul is tied for third in the points race with Toews and Daniel Sedin of the Canucks (34), with
13 goals and 21 assists.
In fact, he‟s been on a tear since being acquired in a trade with Anaheim, along with rookie
defenceman Jake Gardiner, last season. Lupul has scored 52 points in 57 games with Toronto
after being sidelined for more than a season with a back injury and complications.
“The big difference for Lupul is that this year he can skate and pretty much keep up to Phil,
which is a tough task because Phil might be one of the fastest skaters in the league,” Wilson said.
“Lupul is right up there with him.
“Lupul will just keep on getting better. He likes playing the off wing. It‟s taken him a bit of time
to adjust to that but he obviously has the skill to do it.
“You have a guy who can control the puck and get it close to the net, and then Phil can jump on
some of the stuff that lays around, which he‟s done this year.
“But it‟s also important to have (a centre), and it‟s been either Tyler Bozak or Tim Connolly,
who have been dishing the pucks and giving it to them in the neutral zone when they‟re at top
speed.”
Kessel gives Bozak a lot of credit to the line‟s success.
“It‟s not just two guys,” he said. “To tell you the truth, we have three guys because Bozie
(Bozak) has been playing great hockey. Without all three of us, our line wouldn‟t be as
successful.”
Wilson acknowledges the line has been getting checked far closer of late.
“Every team knows how well they‟ve played, and they‟re prepared,” Wilson said. “The teams
we‟ve played have been playing pretty well defensively.
“But we‟ll catch some struggling teams, and those guys will take advantage.”

